
Iowa DNR/Household Hazardous Materials 
 
Material: Smoke Alarms or Detectors 
 
Potential Hazards: Ionization detectors may contain a very small amount of low-level radioactive 
material. 
 
Recycle/Reuse: If you have a new, unused smoke alarm in usable condition, check with neighbors, 
church groups or the local community to see if they can use it. 
 
Proper Disposal: This product should be returned to the manufacturer for proper disposal. Check the 
instruction sheet or box that came with the detector or look up the name brand on the internet. 
Regional Collection Centers do NOT take Smoke alarms. 
 


