Environmental Justice
& Pollution Prevention

Monica Espinosa, EPA Region 7
EJ Program Coordinator
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1. EJ Program overview & connection to P2

2. Review of tools & resources

3. Discussion/ Q&A
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WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE




History of Environmental Justice (EJ)

* Examples of injustice are embedded
throughout laws, policies, and
practices of the government’s Ineauality

structures and SYSte mSs. Unequal access to 2 Evenly

opportunities distributed tools
A and assistance /.

* Examplesinclude:
Redlining / segregation
Siting facilities
Access to loans [ lack of fair
housing practices Custom tools
Access to education e
Lack of voting rights / voter inequality

SUppFESSIOn Graphic depicting inequality, equality, equity and justice by Tony Ruth.




Environmental Justice

EPA definition

* The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race,
color, national origin, or income, with respect to the development, implementation,
and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.

* This goal will be achieved when everyone enjoys:
* The same degree of protection from environmental and health hazards, and

* Equal access to the decision-making process to have a healthy environment in which
to live, learn, and work.

Justice40 commitment

* The Federal Government has made it a goal that 40 percent of the overall benefits
of certain Federal investments flow to disadvantaged communities that are
marginalized, underserved, and overburdened by pollution.




What is a Community with EJ Concerns?

* People who live, work, and play in the most polluted Public Participation
environments are commonly people of color,
indigenous, and/or low-income.

* They suffer from disproportionate impacts from
four stress categories: Environment, Health,
Economic, Social.

* Impacts often from generations of systemic racism
and disinvestment like lack of meaningful public

participation and poor access to information. Access to Information

EPA Toolkit for Assessing Potential Allegations of Environmental Injustice




Landmark “"Toxic Wastes & Race” Reports

Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty
1987—2007
A Report Prepared for the

United Church of Christ
Justice & Witness Ministries

TOXIC WASTES AND RACE
In The United States

A Natlonal Report on the Racial and Socio-Economic
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Disproportionate Impacts

Unique Exposure

Proximity & Exposure to
y P Pathways

) Cumulative & Multiple
Environmental Hazards

Environmental Impacts

Lack of Voice & Public
Participation



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dwd.state.wi.us/dwd/DWDHistory/images/farm_workers_big.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dwd.state.wi.us/dwd/DWDHistory/Year_Pages/1960_1979.htm&h=520&w=640&sz=114&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=1RYxMdJie4lMzM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=migrant+farm+worker&gbv=2&svnum=10&hl=en

EJ & Equity Related
Executive Orders:

e 1994 E.O. 12898: Federal Actions to Address
Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-
Income Populations

2021 E.O. 13985: Advancing Racial Equity and Support
for Underserved Communities Through the Federal
Government

e ¥2021 E.O. 14008: Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home
and Abroad

« ¥2021 E.O. 14958: Protecting Public Health and the
Environment and Restoring Science to Tackle the Climate
Crisis



http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/executive-orders/1994.html#12898
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-advancing-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-communities-through-the-federal-government/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/27/executive-order-on-tackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-protecting-public-health-and-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-climate-crisis/

EPA Admin. Regan’s EJ Memo - Four Pillars

e Strengthen enforcement and civil rights laws in
overburdened communities.

« Take immediate & affirmative steps to incorporate EJ
considerations into work.

« Take immediate & affirmative steps to improve early &
frequent engagement with overburdened communities.

« Consistent with administration’s *Justice 4o initiative,
consider and prioritize direct and indirect benefits to
underserved communities.

*Justice4o is a commitment from E.O.14008 to deliver 40% of all climate
investment benefits to disadvantaged communities.




FY 2022-2026 EPA Strategic Plan Framework

Mission: To Protect Human Health and the Environment

Principles: Follow the Science, Follow the Law, Be Transparel{

Strategy 1:

Emsure Scientific

Integrity and Science-
Based Decision Making

Strategy 2:

Consider the Health of
Children at All Lite
Stages and Other

"L Wulnerable Populations

—_—

Strategy 3
fdwance EPA
Organizational
Excellence and

Workforce Equity

Advance Justi

&

Strategy 4:

Strengthen Tribal,
State, and Local
Partnerships and

Enhance Engagement

.and Equity

Goal 2:

Take Decisive Action
to Advance
Environmental Justice

and Civil Rights

K

Gaal 3:
Enforoe

Enwiranmental
Lawis and Ensure
Compliance

60

Goal 4:

Ensure Clean and
Healthy &ir for All
Communitios

é

Gaoal 5:

Ensure Clean and
Sale Wanes for All
Communities

-1

Goal &:

Sateguard and
Revitaliza
Communities

Gaoal 7:

Ensure Safetyof
Chemicalsfor
Poople and the
Enviromment




EPA Strategic Plan Goal Two:

Objective 2.1: 2.1. Promote EJ & Civil Rights at Fed. State,
Promote Environmental Justice and Civil Rights at the .
Tribal & Local Levels.

Federal, Tribal, State, and Local Levels

Empower and bulld capacity of underserved and overburdened communities to
protect human health and the environment.

2.2 Integrate EJ & Civil Rights within EPA
Programs, Policies, & Activities.

2.3. Strengthen Civil Rights Enforcement in
Communities with EJ Concerns.

*New Principle: Advance Justice and Equity.



Part of the Current EJ Landscape & Resources

EO 14008

EO 13985

Justice
40

EJ Grants
& Tech.
Assistance

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/


https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5
https://www.epa.gov/arp/about-epas-american-rescue-plan-arp-funding
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/justice40-epa
https://www.epa.gov/planandbudget/cj
https://www.epa.gov/infrastructure
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/inflation-reduction-act-of-2022
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/02/01/2021-02177/tackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/25/2021-01753/advancing-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-communities-through-the-federal-government
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-grants-funding-and-technical-assistance
https://www.epa.gov/p2/p2-ej-facility-mapping-tool

=¥ Funding & Structure for New P2 Grants

. A

- Pres. Biden signed Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act (l1JA), aka Bipartisan
Infrastructure Caw (BIL) in November 2021

- Includes $20M/ year over (FY22-26) for EPA's P2 grant program (under section 6605 the PPA)

« EPA established two new P2 grant opportunities in FY23 & FY25 to provide P2
S’ P

technical assistance to businesses to: 1) increase access to safer and sustainable
products to support EJ, and 2) promote P2 among businesses that are impacting human

health and the environment in disadvantaged communities.

- Eligible applicants: states, state-affiliated entities (universities), tribes, intertribal
consortia, U.S. territories. Interested stakeholders are encouraged to reach out and
partner with eligible applicants.

- Work in specific P2 National Emphasis Areas (NEAs) is not required. Grantees may work with any
business sector.

- First Request for Applications (RFA) expected to be published in February 2023




Examples of Possible EJ Projects .E
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* Use the P2 EJ Facility Mapping tool or other approaches to target P2

technical assistance to facilities located in or adjacent to disadvantaged
communities.

e Convene meetings with businesses and members of the underserved communities
to identify environmental and human health issues that could be addressed
through the adoption of P2 practices.

 Develop and conduct training for businesses in disadvantaged communities on P2
practices.

* Work with industry associations to educate members on how to implement P2

practices to address human health or environmental impacts in disadvantaged
communities.




Examples of Key Considerations for
Communities with EJ Concerns

01

Learn about

the history
of the

community.

02

Be visible
to the
community
& find
leaders.

03
Build trust
and
communic
ate early
and often.

04
Ensure the
communit
y knows
their
rights.

05
Address
any
language
considerat
ions.

06

Understand
their
information
disseminati
on needs.

07
Take
family
needs into
considerati
on.




P2 EJ Facility Mapping Tool

Pollution Prevention (P2) Environmental Justice (EJ) Facility Mapping Tool
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P2 EJ Facility Mapping Tool

Helps P2 grant applicants, grantees and interested stakeholders target facilities in or
near underserved communities within the framework of the P2 program’s 5 industrial
sector-based National Emphasis Areas (NEAs).

Allows users to identify industrial facilities that may be contributing to pollution levels
in certain areas, including communities with environmental justice (EJ) concerns.

Grants awarded under FY 2022 & FY 2023 grant cycles will provide beneficial P2
practices to businesses receiving technical assistance (information, training and tools).

The grants will help those businesses reduce pollution from air, water and land affecting
all communities, & especially address pollution concerns disproportionately impacting
overburdened and vulnerable communities.




Plan E] 2014

Legal Tools

Examples of Other EJ Resources

EPA Legal Tools to Advance EJ

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/
plan-ej-2014-legal-tools

EJSCREEN

https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen



https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/plan-ej-2014-legal-tools

EJ Resources continued

EJ Grant Programs:

-NEW Thriving Communities Tech. Assistance Centers

-EJ Pass Th roug h (NEW Su bawa rd plIOt) ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE SMALL GRANTS PROGRAM

-Collaborative Problem-Solving Cooperative Agreements
-Local, State & Tribal Cooperative Agreements

Model Guidelines for

Model Guide for Public Participation Public Participation

. . An Update to the
https :I/WWW_ epa . gov,srtesld efa U Itlﬁleslzoll;- 1996 NEJAC Model Plan for Public Participation
o02/documents/recommendations-model-guide-pp-

2013.pdf



https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-grants-funding-and-technical-assistance
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-02/documents/recommendations-model-guide-pp-2013.pdf

And many more ...

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljust

ice/resources-creating-healthy- Heclty. Sustanable

sustainable-and-equitable-communities : A




'- Thank you. Keep in touch!

For up-to-date information on national Environmental Justice funding opportunities,
events, and webinars, subscribe to EPA's Environmental Justice listserv by sending a
blank email to: join-epa-ej@lists.epa.gov. Follow us on Twitter: @ EPAEnv]ustice.

Region 7’s monthly Community Information Digest provides the latest news and
information about funding and technical assistance opportunities, webinars,
conferences, and other activities related to the protection of human health and the
environment. To subscribe or to suggest content, email

R7 Communities Digest@epa.gov.

EPA Region 7, Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, Communities Section

Monica Espinosa — R7 EJ Program Coordinator, 913-551-7541,
espinosa.monica@epa.gov



mailto:espinosa.monica@epa.gov
mailto:join-epa-ej@lists.epa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FEPAEnvJustice&data=04%7C01%7CEspinosa.Monica%40epa.gov%7Cfa752536daf749acfd6b08d96c8d52ed%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637660176514835194%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=a0jraD2nX7BgMxuavp3UHtFx%2B1fb5DTtag0I5I1H7HQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:R7_Communities_Digest@epa.gov
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