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MEETING MINUTES 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting of the Natural Resource Commission was called to order by the NRC Chair, Margo Underwood, on 
07/11/19 at 1:00pm.  Commissioners shared their appreciation for staffs’ informative presentations and field tour.  
 
COMMISSIONER ATTENDANCE 
Present 
Marcus Branstad, Vice Chair [1:00pm–3:37pm] 
Laura Foell [1:00pm–3:37pm] 
Kim Francisco, Secretary [1:00pm–3:37pm] 
Laura Hommel [1:00pm–3:37pm] 
Tom Prickett (by phone) [1:00pm–3:37pm] 
Dennis Schemmel [1:00pm–3:37pm] 
Margo Underwood, Chair [1:00pm–3:37pm] 
 
Absent 
None 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Name Address Representing Topic 

Janet Ashman 903 5th Ave, IC, IA 52240 Johnson Co Humane, IC Deer 
Committee, IA Fed of Humane Soc. 

Deer 

Lori Kendrick 551 Bear Dr, Tiffin, IA 52340 icdeerfriends Iowa City deer 
management 

 
Eileen Gebbie 

1365 Peony Lane, Boone, IA 50036 None, live N of Ledges Trails 

Karl Jungbluth 1372 Peony Lane, Boone, IA 50036 None, Ledges Park neighbor Bike trails 

 
1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

Motion – Commissioner Schemmel 
Seconded – Commissioner Branstad 
Decision – Approved by Unanimous Vote 

CARRIED AS PRESENTED 

 
2. APPROVE MINUTES OF 06/13/19 NRC PUBLIC MEETING  

Motion – Commissioner Foell 
Seconded – Commissioner Francisco 
Decision – Approved by Unanimous Vote 

CARRIED AS PRESENTED 

 
3.  DIRECTOR’S REMARKS 
Deputy Director, Bruce Trautman, provided greetings from the new Director, Kayla Lyon, and offered her regrets for 
not attending due to a previously scheduled appointment and looks forward to future meetings.  He provided a 
summary of her background and goal of visiting staff in the field and engaging in Department activities.  He also 
thanked the Commission for their support for the Department during the transition.  He noted he attended a Safari 
Club International event and the Disabled Veterans deer hunt fundraiser. 
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4. DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR’S REMARKS 
Dr. Dale Garner, Division Administrator, shared information regarding the Midwest Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies annual conference he attended and a topic that sparked consideration for an increased partnership with the 
Blank Park Zoo. 
 
5. REQUEST FOR IOWA CITY URBAN DEER MANAGEMENT ZONE – SPECIAL HARVEST REQUEST  
The Department, on behalf of the Commission, has received a request from Iowa City to hold a special deer harvest. 
Requestor: Iowa City, City Manager 
Proposed Request Summary: Allow the City of Iowa City to hold a special deer harvest using sharpshooters. 
Date to Present to NRC: 07/11/19 
 

Jim Throgmorton, Mayor of Iowa City, introduced himself and the other Iowa City attendees with him today, 
Councilman Bruce Teague, City Attorney Sue Dulek, and City Manager Geoff Fruin.  He offered thanks to the NRC and 
summarized Iowa City’s deer management history.  Mr. Fruin briefly reviewed Iowa City’s proposed plan submitted to 
the NRC and noted his personal responsibility to complete the plan.  Commissioners and Iowa City staff discussed the 
methods of take (bow hunting and sharp shooting), deer per square mile, consistent culling efforts, Iowa City’s 
Council deliberations related to deer management, and annual assessments for deer density. 
 
Motion – Commissioner Hommel motioned to allow Iowa City to run a sharp shoot program the winter of 2019-2020 
and report back to the NRC after the hunt. 
Seconded – Commissioner Foell 
Roll Call Vote: 
  Commissioner Branstad - nay 
  Commissioner Foell - aye 
  Commissioner Francisco - nay 
  Commissioner Hommel - aye 
  Commissioner Prickett - nay 
  Commissioner Schemmel - nay 
  Commissioner Underwood - nay 
Decision – Motion Fails 
 
Commissioners and Iowa City staff discussed revisions to the current plan: re-evaluate the deer per square mile, 
confirm the timeframe being held for the bow hunt, strengthen language in some areas of the plan, and include an 
annual deer density evaluation tool that will be used. 
 
Motion – Commissioner Foell moved to approve the plan as originally submitted.  
Seconded – Commissioner Branstad 
Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Schemmel - nay 
Commissioner Prickett - nay 
Commissioner Hommel - aye 
Commissioner Francisco - nay 
Commissioner Foell - aye 
Commissioner Branstad - nay 
Commissioner Underwood - nay 
 
Iowa City representatives agreed to review the current plan and changes the Commissioners suggested and will bring 
it before Iowa City’s City Council on August 6, 2019, with the intention of bringing a revised plan to the NRC on August 
8, 2019. 

MOTION FAILED 
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6. DONATIONS 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve the following donations: 

Donation to: Amount Description Donation Provided by: 

Bellevue Fisheries $65.00 Aerator to keep fish alive in a regular cooler or 
live well such as for use during kids’ programs. 

Matt McFadden, Mac’s 
Bait Shack 

Spirit Lake Fish Hatchery $50.00 Funds to support the hatchery. Karina Palmquist 

Lake Macbride State Park $4,000.00 Funds to improve North Shore Trail Kevin Shima, Solon Area 
Community Foundation 

Fish and Wildlife Trust 
Fund 

$100.00 Funds to support the Fish and Wildlife Trust 
Fund in memory John J. Hlavacek. 

Jeff and Mary Ellen 
Anderson 

 

Motion – Commissioner Schemmel with our thanks 
Seconded – Commissioner Francisco 
Decision – Approved by Unanimous Vote 

CARRIED AS PRESENTED 

 
*7. CONTRACT AMENDMENT-2 WITH FORUM COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY  
Commission approval is requested for a service contract amendment with Forum Communications Company, of 
Detroit Lakes, MN.    
Amendment-2 Terms: 
 Amendment Amount: not to exceed $35,000.00 
 Amendment Dates:  08/20/19-08/20/20 
 Funding Source(s):  Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund 
Amendment Purpose:  One year extension to print and distribute the 2020 Iowa Fishing Regulations booklet. 
Original Contract Purpose: Print 225,000 copies of the annual Iowa Fishing Regulations booklet and distribute it to 
approximately 700 locations (i.e. license sales vendors, natural resource agencies, and DNR locations).  The DNR will 
provide the copy and artwork as well as the mailing list and quantities needed per address.  The contractor will 
prepare a pre-press copy for DNR review and approval, print and package saddle stitch booklets, and ship the 
quantities designated to the identified locations. 
Original Selection Process:  In 2017, the DNR published a Request for Proposal and reviewed bids for services 
requested.  Forum Communications Company was awarded the bid due to their ability to meet the printing and 
distribution requirements as well as being cost effective. 
Contract History: 

Original Contract Terms: Amount $31,142.62; Timeframe: 08/21/17-08/20/18; Purpose: print and ship Iowa 
Fishing Regulations 
Amendment-1 Terms: Amount $32,759.07; Timeframe: 08/20/18-08/20/19; Purpose: one year extension 

CARRIED UNDER CONSENT 

 
*8. PUBLIC LAND MANAGEMENT PROJECT: CHAPTER 18 LEASE RENEWAL –– BETTY GINGERICH – CLAYTON COUNTY 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve the renewal of Chapter 18 Lease Number 127-R with Betty 
Gingerich. 
Location: An area approximately 8’ x 24’ adjacent to Lot 12 in Block 18, Section 22, Township 95N, Range 3W of the 
5th P.M., Clayton County, Iowa. 
Site Purpose: The site contains an 8’ x 24’ portion of a garage for storage. 
Lease History: The location has been under lease since 2013. 
Lease Fee and Term: The annual fee is $300 with a condition the fee may be adjusted to comply with adopted 
administrative rule changes that affect lease fees. The term of the lease will be five years. 

CARRIED UNDER CONSENT 
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9. PUBLIC LAND ACQUISITION PROJECTS 
9.1. COPELAND BEND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA, FREMONT COUNTY – IOWA NATURAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a tract of land located in Fremont County near 
Copeland Bend Wildlife Management Area. 
Seller: Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
Acreage: 100 acres 
DNR Purchase Price: $95,500 
Appraised Value: $99,700 
Property Description: This property is located 12 miles west of Sidney in western Fremont County.  The level tract is 
entirely enrolled in the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP), and consists of a mix of sedge meadow, herbaceous plants, 
and open water wetlands.  The Missouri River is located just one mile west of the tract.  There are no building 
improvements.  A 30-foot wide access easement provides ingress/egress extending east from a county road. 
Purpose: This tract is a part of a larger complex of wildlife habitat along the Missouri River that includes several 
hundred acres of permanent WRP lands both up and downstream.  The property will provide public access to hunting 
and other outdoor recreation opportunities.   
DNR Property Manager: Wildlife Bureau 
Funding Source(s): $54,500 Wildlife Habitat Stamp, $41,000 Missouri River Valley Wetland Federal NAWCA 
Incidental Costs: The property will remain on the property tax rolls.  Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility 
of the Department. 

Motion – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded – Commissioner Schemmel 
Decision – Approved (2 nays – Commissioners Foell and Hommel) 

CARRIED AS PRESENTED 

 
9.2. LANSING WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA, ALLAMAKEE COUNTY – IOWA NATURAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a tract of land located in Allamakee County 
adjacent Lansing Wildlife Management Area.  
Seller: Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
Acreage: 197 acres 
DNR Purchase Price: $730,000 
Appraised Value: $739,275 
Property Description: This property is located 3 miles north of Lansing in northwestern Allamakee County.  The 
moderately rolling to steep tract is characterized by narrow ridgetop field totaling 31 acres in grassland, and the 
remainder acreage covered by heavily forested bluffs and ravines.  There are no building improvements.  Access is 
provided through adjacent DNR owned and managed lands. 
Purpose: This acquisition will provide for public access to hunting and other outdoor recreation opportunities, 
managed as a grassland and high quality hardwood forest community.  Wildlife species in the vicinity include Bald 
eagle, Northern long-eared bat, Curealan warbler, and Timber rattlesnake.   
DNR Property Manager: Wildlife Bureau 
Funding Source(s): Federal Pittman-Robertson 
Incidental Costs: Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the Department. 

Motion – Commissioner Branstad 
Seconded – Commissioner Prickett 
Decision – Approved (2 nays – Commissioners Foell and Hommel) 

CARRIED AS PRESENTED 

 
10. CONSTRUCTION - SMALL PROJECTS 
The following Engineering managed projects have been let utilizing the Competitive Quotation process for projects 
$100,000 or less: 
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Bid Date Project No. Location County Summary Cost 
Estimate 

Bids 

5/30/19 
20-01-67-02           

Wildlife 

Upper 
Decatur 

Bend WMA 
Monona  

Minor grading, surface leveling 
and installation of Class “A” 

granular material with proper 
slopes for drainage.  

$32,500  
$28,510.00                          
$28,626.00                  
$43,201.50 

5/30/19 
20-01-21-01              

Wildlife 

Hawk Valley 
& Barringer 

Slough 
WMAs 

Clay 

Minor grading, surface leveling 
and installation of Class “A” 

granular material with proper 
slopes for drainage.  

$29,000  

$22,774.00              
$24,544.00                           
$26,662.00          
$27,370.80                        
$29,570.00                
$35,155.00 

6/3/2019                        
19-06-92-03               

Parks 

Lake 
Darling 

State Park 
Washington 

Remove pavement over void 
and backfill with 1.5" 

roadstone. 
$10,000  $6,195.21  

6/13/19 
19-01-30-06                        

Parks 
Pikes Point 
State Park 

Dickinson 

Removal of all existing roof 
surfacing and damaged 

sheeting, replacement of ¾” 
thick roof sheeting, and 

installation of new asphalt 
shingle roofing and associated 

flashings.  

$14,000  

$4,950.84                  
$12,816.88                                        
$17,251.20                                                

$211,500.00 

5/30/19 
19CRDLEBEW

RIG-0001              
Hawkeye 

WMA 
Johnson 

Re-frame and finish trim 
around new door opening.  
Install new 14’2” x 14’ steel 

sectional overhead door with 
heavy duty opener and remote 

system 

$7,250  $7,240.00  

 

INFORMATIONAL 

 
11. CONTRACT AMENDMENT #1 WITH QUAIL CONSTRUCTION, LLC 
Commission approval is requested for a contract amendment with Quail Construction, LLC of Spencer, Iowa. 
Construction Project: Boat Storage Building and Shop, Spirit Lake Fish Hatchery - Dickinson County 
Engineering Project #: 18-01-30-01 
Amendment #1 Terms: 

Amendment Amount: $175,374.00 
Funding Source(s): 50% Marine Fuel Tax, 50% Federal Coast Guard 

Amendment Purpose: The existing foundation soils tested poorly for compaction and bearing capacity.  In order to 
prevent future building settlement, the weak soils will be removed (to a depth of 6 feet) and replaced with rock fill, as 
recommended by a geotechnical engineer. This work will not affect the original contracted completion date. 
Original Contract Purpose:   The purpose of this contract is to construct a 40’ x 142’ eight bay storage building to fit 
the larger Law Enforcement Bureau patrol boats, buoys, buoy chains and anchors, maintenance supplies and tools, 
and general boating supplies, as well as a work area to maintain equipment.  These patrol boats will mainly serve the 
Spirit Lake area.  Additionally, a 40’ x 62’ workshop will be attached to the boat storage pole building for use by DNR 
Fisheries staff.  It will include two heated shop bays, one restroom, a mechanical room, and a storage room.   

Original Cost Estimate: $716,230.00 
Operating Bureau: Law Enforcement & Fisheries 
Funding Source: 50% Marine Fuel Tax, 50% Federal Coast Guard 
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Plans Issue Date: 08/29/2018 
Bid Letting Date: 09/20/2018 
Original Completion Date: 08/30/2019 

Original Selection Process Summary: In 2018, the DNR used a formal competitive bid process; NRC approved: 
10/11/2018.  Quail Construction, LLC, was awarded the contract as the low bidder.  
Contract History:  

Original Contract Terms: Amount $716,140.00; Purpose: construct a boat storage facility and workshop 

Motion – Commissioner Foell 
Seconded – Commissioner Branstad 
Decision – Approved by Unanimous Vote 

CARRIED AS PRESENTED 

 
12. GENERAL DISCUSSION 

 Commissioner Briefing Topics 
o DNR Organizational Chart 
o Roles: DNR, Natural Resource Commission 
o Communication / External Contact Form 

 

 Commissioner Comments: Commissioners noted appreciation for the July field tour and progress toward a 
resolution with the Iowa City deer management plan, as well as shared personal natural resource related 
experiences. 
  

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn the meeting – Commissioner Schemmel 
Seconded – Commissioner Francisco 
Decision - Approved by Unanimous Vote 
With no further business to come before the Natural Resource Commission, Chair Underwood adjourned 
the meeting on 07/11/19 at 3:37pm 

CARRIED – MEETING ADJOURNED 

 
UPCOMING NRC MEETING DATES 

 Thu, 08/08/19, 9:30am, Business Meeting: IA DNR, 502 E 9th St, Des Moines, IA 

 Wed, 09/11/19, 11:00 am, Field Tour: Cerro Gordo County (tbd) 

 Thu, 09/12/19, 8:30 am, Business Meeting: Cerro Gordo County (tbd) 

 Thu, 10/10/19, 9:30am, Business Meeting: IA DNR, 502 E 9th St, Des Moines, IA 



















































For details on the NRC meeting schedule, visit: 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/BoardsCommissions/NaturalResourceCommission.aspx 

 
Comments during the public participation period regarding proposed rules or notices of intended action are not included in the 

official comments for that rule package unless they are submitted as required in the Notice of Intended Action. 
 

Any person attending the public meeting and has special requirements such as those related to mobility or hearing 
impairments should contact the DNR or ADA Coordinator at 515-725-8200, Relay Iowa TTY Service 800-735-7942, or 

Webmaster@dnr.iowa.gov, and advise of specific needs. 
Page 1 of 1  - 07/01/19 

 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION 

 

NRC FIELD TOUR/PRESENTATIONS AGENDA 
NRC Field Tour/Presentations Date: Thursday, July 11, 2019 
NRC Field Tour/Presentations starting location: DNR Boone Research Station, 1436 255th St, Boone, IA 
NRC Field Tour/Presentations convenes at 8:15 am 

 

NRC BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA 
NRC Business Meeting Date: Thursday, July 11, 2019 
NRC Business Meeting Location: DNR Boone Research Station, 1436 255th St, Boone, IA 
NRC Business Meeting convenes at 1:00 pm 

 Public Participation begins at approximately 1:30 pm 
 

1.  Approval of Agenda Decision Commission 

  Consent Agenda (*within agenda indicates proposed consent agenda item) 
*7. Contract Amendment-2 with Forum Communications Company 
*8. Public Land Management Project: Chapter 18 Lease Renewal –– Betty Gingerich – Clayton County 

2.  Approve Minutes of 06/13/19 NRC Public Meeting  Decision Commission 

3.  Director’s Remarks Information Director 

4.  Division Administrator’s Remarks Information Dale Garner 

5.  Petition for Iowa City Urban Deer Management Zone – Special 
Harvest Request 

Decision IA City, City Mgr 

6.  Donations Decision Dale Garner 

*7.  Contract Amendment-2 with Forum Communications Company Decision Joe Larscheid 

*8.  Public Land Management Project: Chapter 18 Lease Renewal –– Betty 
Gingerich – Clayton County 

Decision Travis Baker 

9.  Public Land Acquisition Projects   

 9.1 Copeland Bend Wildlife Management Area, Fremont County – Iowa 
Natural Heritage Foundation 

Decision Travis Baker 

 9.2 Lansing Wildlife Management Area, Allamakee County – Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation 

Decision Travis Baker 

10.  Construction – Small Projects Information Travis Baker 

11.  Contract Amendment #1 with Quail Construction, LLC Decision Travis Baker 

12.  General Discussion 

 Commissioner Briefing Topics: 
o DNR Organizational Chart 
o Roles: DNR, Natural Resource Commission 
o Communication / External Contact Form 

  

Upcoming NRC Meeting Dates:   

 Thu, 08/08/19, 9:30am, Business Meeting: IA DNR, 502 E 9th St, Des Moines, IA 

 Wed, 09/11/19, 11:00 am, Field Tour: Cerro Gordo County (tbd) 

 Thu, 09/12/19, 8:30 am, Business Meeting: Cerro Gordo County (tbd) 

 Thu, 10/10/19, 9:30am, Business Meeting: IA DNR, 502 E 9th St, Des Moines, IA 
 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/BoardsCommissions/NaturalResourceCommission.aspx


Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resource Commission 

 
Decision Item 
 
5. Request for Iowa City Urban Deer Management Zone – Special Harvest Request 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The Department, on behalf of the Commission, has received a request from Iowa City to hold a 
special deer harvest. 
 
Requestor: Iowa City, City Manager 
 
Proposed Request Summary: Allow the City of Iowa City to hold a special deer harvest using 
sharpshooters. 
 
Date to Present to NRC: 07/11/19 
 
Attached: Petitioner’s Petition/Documentation 



































Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resource Commission 

Decision Item    
 
6. Donations 

 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve the following donations: 

Donation to: Amount Description Donation Provided by: 

Bellevue Fisheries $65.00 Aerator to keep fish alive in a regular cooler or live 
well such as for use during kids’ programs. 

Matt McFadden, Mac’s 
Bait Shack 

Spirit Lake Fish Hatchery $50.00 Funds to support the hatchery. Karina Palmquist 

Lake Macbride State Park $4,000.00 Funds to improve North Shore Trail Kevin Shima, Solon Area 
Community Foundation 

Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund $100.00 Funds to support the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund 
in memory John J. Hlavacek. 

Jeff and Mary Ellen 
Anderson 

 
Dale Garner, Division Administrator 
Conservation and Recreation Division 
July 11, 2019 



Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resource Commission 

 
Decision Item (*indicates proposed consent) 
 
*7. Contract Amendment-2 with Forum Communications Company  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Commission approval is requested for a service contract amendment with Forum 
Communications Company, of Detroit Lakes, MN.    
 
Amendment-2 Terms: 
 Amendment Amount: not to exceed $35,000.00 
 Amendment Dates:  08/20/19-08/20/20 
 Funding Source(s):  Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund 
 
Amendment Purpose:  One year extension to print and distribute the 2020 Iowa Fishing 
Regulations booklet. 
 
Original Contract Purpose: Print 225,000 copies of the annual Iowa Fishing Regulations booklet 
and distribute it to approximately 700 locations (i.e. license sales vendors, natural resource 
agencies, and DNR locations).  The DNR will provide the copy and artwork as well as the mailing 
list and quantities needed per address.  The contractor will prepare a pre-press copy for DNR 
review and approval, print and package saddle stitch booklets, and ship the quantities 
designated to the identified locations. 
 
Original Selection Process:  In 2017, the DNR published a Request for Proposal and reviewed 
bids for services requested.  Forum Communications Company was awarded the bid due to 
their ability to meet the printing and distribution requirements as well as being cost effective. 
 
Contract History: 

Original Contract Terms: Amount $31,142.62; Timeframe: 08/21/17-08/20/18; Purpose: 
print and ship Iowa Fishing Regulations 
Amendment-1 Terms: Amount $32,759.07; Timeframe: 08/20/18-08/20/19; Purpose: 
one year extension 

 
Joe Larscheid, Fisheries Bureau Chief 
Conservation and Recreation Division 
July 11, 2019 



Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resource Commission 

 
Decision Item (* indicates proposed consent item) 
 
*8. Public Land Management Project: Chapter 18 Lease Renewal –– Betty Gingerich – Clayton 
County 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve the renewal of Chapter 18 Lease Number 
127-R with Betty Gingerich. 
 
Location: An area approximately 8’ x 24’ adjacent to Lot 12 in Block 18, Section 22, Township 95N, 
Range 3W of the 5th P.M., Clayton County, Iowa. 
 
Site Purpose: The site contains an 8’ x 24’ portion of a garage for storage. 
 
Lease History: The location has been under lease since 2013. 
 
Lease Fee and Term: The annual fee is $300 with a condition the fee may be adjusted to comply with 
adopted administrative rule changes that affect lease fees. The term of the lease will be five years. 
 
Travis Baker, Land & Waters Bureau Chief 
Conservation and Recreation Division 
July 11, 2019 



Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resource Commission 

Decision Item 
 
9. Public Land Acquisition Projects 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
9.1. Copeland Bend Wildlife Management Area, Fremont County – Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a tract of land located in 
Fremont County near Copeland Bend Wildlife Management Area. 
 
Seller: Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
Acreage: 100 acres 
DNR Purchase Price: $95,500 
Appraised Value: $99,700 
 
Property Description: This property is located 12 miles west of Sidney in western Fremont County.  The 
level tract is entirely enrolled in the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP), and consists of a mix of sedge 
meadow, herbaceous plants, and open water wetlands.  The Missouri River is located just one mile 
west of the tract.  There are no building improvements.  A 30-foot wide access easement provides 
ingress/egress extending east from a county road. 
 
Purpose: This tract is a part of a larger complex of wildlife habitat along the Missouri River that 
includes several hundred acres of permanent WRP lands both up and downstream.  The property will 
provide public access to hunting and other outdoor recreation opportunities.   
 
DNR Property Manager: Wildlife Bureau 
Funding Source(s): $54,500 Wildlife Habitat Stamp, $41,000 Missouri River Valley Wetland Federal 
NAWCA 
Incidental Costs: The property will remain on the property tax rolls.  Incidental closing costs will be the 
responsibility of the Department.      
 
9.2. Lansing Wildlife Management Area, Allamakee County – Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a tract of land located in 
Allamakee County adjacent Lansing Wildlife Management Area.  
 
Seller: Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
Acreage: 197 acres 
DNR Purchase Price: $730,000 
Appraised Value: $739,275 
 
Property Description: This property is located 3 miles north of Lansing in northwestern Allamakee 
County.  The moderately rolling to steep tract is characterized by narrow ridgetop field totaling 31 
acres in grassland, and the remainder acreage covered by heavily forested bluffs and ravines.  There 
are no building improvements.  Access is provided through adjacent DNR owned and managed lands. 
 



Purpose: This acquisition will provide for public access to hunting and other outdoor recreation 
opportunities, managed as a grassland and high quality hardwood forest community.  Wildlife species 
in the vicinity include Bald eagle, Northern long-eared bat, Curealan warbler, and Timber rattlesnake.   
 
DNR Property Manager: Wildlife Bureau 
Funding Source(s): Federal Pittman-Robertson 
Incidental Costs: Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the Department.      
 
 
Travis Baker, Land & Waters Bureau Chief 
Conservation and Recreation Division 
July 11, 2019 



Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resource Commission 

Information Item  
 
10. Construction - Small Projects 
 

The following Engineering managed projects have been let utilizing the Competitive Quotation process 
for projects $100,000 or less: 
 

Bid Date Project No. Location County Summary Cost 
Estimate 

Bids 

5/30/19 
20-01-67-02           

Wildlife 

Upper 
Decatur 

Bend WMA 
Monona  

Minor grading, surface 
leveling and installation of 
Class “A” granular material 

with proper slopes for 
drainage.  

$32,500  
$28,510.00                          
$28,626.00                  
$43,201.50 

5/30/19 
20-01-21-01              

Wildlife 

Hawk 
Valley & 
Barringer 

Slough 
WMAs 

Clay 

Minor grading, surface 
leveling and installation of 
Class “A” granular material 

with proper slopes for 
drainage.  

$29,000  

$22,774.00              
$24,544.00                           
$26,662.00          
$27,370.80                        
$29,570.00                
$35,155.00 

6/3/2019                        
19-06-92-03               

Parks 

Lake 
Darling 

State Park 

Washingto
n 

Remove pavement over void 
and backfill with 1.5" 

roadstone. 
$10,000  $6,195.21  

6/13/19 
19-01-30-06                        

Parks 
Pikes Point 
State Park 

Dickinson 

Removal of all existing roof 
surfacing and damaged 

sheeting, replacement of ¾” 
thick roof sheeting, and 

installation of new asphalt 
shingle roofing and 

associated flashings.  

$14,000  

$4,950.84                  
$12,816.88                                        
$17,251.20                                                

$211,500.00 

5/30/19 
19CRDLEBEW

RIG-0001              
Hawkeye 

WMA 
Johnson 

Re-frame and finish trim 
around new door opening.  
Install new 14’2” x 14’ steel 

sectional overhead door with 
heavy duty opener and 

remote system 

$7,250  $7,240.00  

 
Travis Baker, Land & Waters Bureau Chief 
Conservation and Recreation Division 
July 11, 2019 



Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resource Commission 

Decision Item 
 
11. Contract Amendment #1 with Quail Construction, LLC 

Commission approval is requested for a contract amendment with Quail Construction, LLC of Spencer, 
Iowa. 
 
Construction Project: Boat Storage Building and Shop, Spirit Lake Fish Hatchery - Dickinson County 
Engineering Project #: 18-01-30-01 
 
Amendment #1 Terms: 

Amendment Amount: $175,374.00 
Funding Source(s): 50% Marine Fuel Tax, 50% Federal Coast Guard 

 
Amendment Purpose: The existing foundation soils tested poorly for compaction and bearing capacity.  
In order to prevent future building settlement, the weak soils will be removed (to a depth of 6 feet) 
and replaced with rock fill, as recommended by a geotechnical engineer. This work will not affect the 
original contracted completion date. 
 
Original Contract Purpose:   The purpose of this contract is to construct a 40’ x 142’ eight bay storage 
building to fit the larger Law Enforcement Bureau patrol boats, buoys, buoy chains and anchors, 
maintenance supplies and tools, and general boating supplies, as well as a work area to maintain 
equipment.  These patrol boats will mainly serve the Spirit Lake area.  Additionally, a 40’ x 62’ 
workshop will be attached to the boat storage pole building for use by DNR Fisheries staff.  It will 
include two heated shop bays, one restroom, a mechanical room, and a storage room.   

Original Cost Estimate: $716,230.00 
Operating Bureau: Law Enforcement & Fisheries 
Funding Source: 50% Marine Fuel Tax, 50% Federal Coast Guard 
Plans Issue Date: 08/29/2018 
Bid Letting Date: 09/20/2018 
Original Completion Date: 08/30/2019 

 
Original Selection Process Summary: In 2018, the DNR used a formal competitive bid process; NRC 
approved: 10/11/2018.  Quail Construction, LLC, was awarded the contract as the low bidder.  
 
Contract History:  

Original Contract Terms: Amount $716,140.00; Purpose: construct a boat storage facility and 
workshop 

 
Travis Baker, Land & Waters Bureau Chief 
Conservation and Recreation Division 
July 11, 2019 
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